
MINUTES, KOL AMI STEERING COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL, 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011, 8 p.m. 

PARTICIPANTS:  Ed B, Britt R., Don K., Erika F. ,Noel L., Amy S., Lance F., Susan F., Jane 
S., Mary K., Janice C-L  (a bit late) 

The agenda for the meeting was approved, with the elimination of the Treasurer’s Report, since 
Elizabeth L-B. was not available to attend the meeting.  The minutes from the last Steering 
Committee meeting, July 10th, were approved, with no changes.  

 The issue of receipt of acknowledgments and thank you notes was brought up by Don, in 
response to a concern expressed by Steve Hornstein.  He cited as an example not receiving any 
acknowledgment after mailing in money for a Passover seder and after sending in poems for the 
poetry book.  The person responsible for handling this and the procedure involved will be 
considered at the next meeting.  The process of sending out thank you and acknowledgments will 
be put on the agenda. The treasurer, as the person receiving Kol Ami mail, and a new member of 
the Care and Concern Program were mentioned as possibilities in conjunction with this 
responsibility. 

The need for finalizing dates and times for High Holy Day services (HH) was discussed.  Jane 
indicated that the dates are clear and that she will contact Rabbi Leila and arrange to get the 
finalized dates and times in the community calendar by August 18th.  This information also needs 
to be put on the website.  Joan Goldfarb will handle the website for the ritual committee. The 
dates and times for children’s services during HH have been set. 

The contribution for non members attending HH was discussed.  Don suggested raising last 
year’s suggested contribution to $50.00/service, $25.00 for Neilah, $198.00 for all services.  HH 
represent a major source of income for the community, a concern of the new fund raising 
committee..  The break the fast will be $10.00 (in order to break even). Kol Ami members attend 
services for free.  No complaints about previous suggested contributions for HH were 
remembered by participants. The majority of the participants appeared to agree with the plan to 
raise the contribution for HH services. However, there was at least one dissenting point of view. 

Don announced that Gail Seligson will serve as the logistics coordinator for HH.  She will 
identify a replacement person to handle this responsibility when she is away for part of the HH 
period.    Jane indicated that ritual service leaders have been identified and confirmed for all HH 
services.  Lance, in coordination with Amy, will handle advertising for HH services, including 
the Washington Jewish Week, the Falls Church paper, the Alexandria and Arlington gazettes, the 
Fairfax Connection.  He will identify the other venues used last year for advertising, and will let 
Don know if he needs help with advertising content or design.  



 In terms of children’s services an alumni of the Rabbinical School has been hired, with a 
contract to be sent out.  Three hosts/coordinators for the services have been identified, with one 
person  needed to work along with Mike Jawer’s daughter.   Letters will be sent to those buying 
tickets for the HH services, after the services to let them know about Kol Ami, encourage them 
to join and attend future events and activities.  Tzedakah boxes will be provided starting at HH 
services, as a fund raising kick start idea.  The concept of using these boxes was agreed upon in 
principal by the Steering Committee.  However the Committee will need to approve money 
needed for buying the boxes.  It was agreed by participants that there should be a “spiel” during 
HH services, something small, not too much.  Jane indicated that there will be a workshop during 
HH on Yom Kippur afternoon, a study of the Book of Jonah in the Library of the UUC, led by 
Richard Ruth.   Don indicated that information about the HH Tikkun Olam food drive still needs 
to be obtained. 

Amy S. presented an administrator’s report, indicating that the dates for services have been 
ironed out with the Ritual Committee and the Rabbi.  She will use Don K’s email contact list for 
Steering and Committee chairs.  She will work with those purchasing tickets for HH, in 
conjunction with Don.  There is a need to update the membership directory and produce a new 
version.  The most appropriate time to do this will be decided upon this month.  Alternative 
closet space in the Church has been explored, as well as new space for services when the 
renovation starts next year.   

Committee reports included an announcement from Britt that adult education will involve a three 
part learning experience on living a Jewish life presented by Rabbi Leila, as well as a talk by 
Harriet Epstein.  The adult B’nai Mitzvah class will be starting on September 11th.   Relating to 
ritual, it was announced that there will be a memorial service for Elizabeth Lower-Basch’s 
mother on August 20th at the Lower-Basch home.  Don was requested to send a note to the 
community promoting the upcoming Friday night service with Etz Hayim at their synagogue in 
Arlington.  Don announced that George Laumann will serve as the liaison to the Steering 
Committee for Tikkun Olam. 

The date for the next Steering Committee meeting in September (no later than the 13th) will be 
decided after sending out a Meeting Wizard. 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Susan Freiband, Secretary   8/14/2011 


