
Minutes, February 22, 2016. 

Attending: 

Herb Cooper-Levy 

Lynda Erinoff 

Shana Harbour 

Marcel Infeld 

Michael Jawer 

Elizabeth Lower-Basch 

Jane Petkofsky 

Toni Popkin 

Mindy Rudell 

Jane Schulman 

Willa Siegel 

Sharon Sterling 

Erv Walter 

Mindi Weisenbloom

Steering committee members not present: 

 

Rayna Aylward 

Suzy Friedman 

Jim North 

 

 

The meeting was called to order, by phone, at 8pm.  The roll call was taken. 

Marcel opened with a reflection on the Census in next week's portion. 

The minutes of the December 20th meeting were reviewed.  There was some discussion of the 

"not present" category, and it was clarified that only steering committee members who are not 

present are listed.  With that clarification, the minutes were accepted. 

Erv Walter presented on the Treasurer's report (see attachment).  We are nearly $4,800 behind 

the budget on donations/high holidays.  If everyone comes through with their pledges for 

membership, we will have a surplus in that category compared to the original budget.  

The question was raised of whether we should use Rabbi Leila’s retirement party as an 

opportunity for fundraising.  Marcel will discuss this with Rayna. 

Herb Cooper-Levy's coordinator's report was submitted in writing (see attachment). 

Marcel requested approval for the appointment of Harriet Epstein as Care and Concern Chair.  

Approved without objection. 

Marcel requested approval for the appointment of a committee for negotiating a contract with the 

new rabbi:  Jane Schulman, Marcel Infeld and Don Kraus.  Approved without objection.  Steve 

Pershing, who is an attorney, has agreed to provide pro bono legal review of the contract, but 

declined to join the committee. 



Marcel requested approval for the appointment of a nominating committee for next year.   

Members are Rayna Aylward, Emily Schwartz-Greco, and Marcel Infeld.  Approved without 

objection.   Jane has agreed to be nominated to be President next year; Erv has agreed to be 

nominated to be Treasurer. 

Marcel presented on a proposed change to the B'nai Mitzvah procedures, namely to have parents 

sign a contract with and pay the UUCA directly for the room rental  The price, which is 

discounted, would remain the same as it is currently.  The community coordinator will continue 

to be involved in making reservations.  Kol Ami would not have financial responsibility and is 

not party to the contract.  . (Parents already sign a contract with the UUCA and pay for the time 

of an event coordinator, and a cleaning deposit.  These would not be changed.)Suggested having 

UUCA request payment before date of B’nei Mitzvah.  Kol Ami will no longer charge a $150 fee 

from the B'nai mitzvah parents, although they will be encouraged to contribute in honor of the 

occasion. 

Marcel reported that the Presidents of the Reconstructionist congregations in the region will be 

talking to discuss ways to cooperate.  He has made some suggestions for discussion, such as 

having a Rabbi and Cantor exchange, attending other congregations’ adult education classes, or 

holding a joint Shabbaton with the other congregations.  Some concerns were raised about our 

capacity to participate (e.g. since our rabbi only leads services a few times a month, would we 

want to give up one of those slots to another congregations.  Several people expressed 

enthusiasm about the potential of a joint social event with teens from Kol Ami and other 

congregations.   

Marcel presented on the new website on behalf of Eleanor Hodges.  The new website is close to 

completion, and can be previewed at: http://www.kolamivirginia.org/  

Marcel sought a volunteer to take the lead on Passover Seder logistics.  Lynda Erinoff, Zach 

Schrag, and Herb Cooper-Levy are willing to assist, but not to take the lead.  We will look for a 

volunteer. 

Jane Schulman reported on behalf of the Rabbi Search committee.  Rabbi Gilah will lead on 

March 5th.  Committee is soliciting feedback after each of the services.  Using Survey Monkey 

as it provides more private response. 

 Marcel Infeld raised the issue of Shabbat hosting.  He reported that, for the moment, the need 

for a new coordinator has been resolved with Lynda remaining in the position and people are 

using the signupgenius account -- most upcoming slots are filled. 

Members raised concern about whether the resolution had left members who had expressed 

support for the proposed option of allowing members to opt out of hosting in return for 

additional financial support feeling unheard. Not clear that email is the best way to resolve such 

issues. The question was raised of whether the volunteer policy should be brought up for 



discussion at the community meeting.  Some noted that it has been extensively discussed in the 

past.  However, it is important that new and potential members understand the policy, which 

does not appear to be the case at the moment. It was noted that our website has different 

language regarding the volunteer policy in different places.  Marcel asked whether anyone 

wished to volunteer to plan for and lead a discussion.  No one volunteered to do so. Marcel 

indicated that he would work with Herb to clean up the website. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9.15 


