
Kol Ami Steering Meeting Notes 

May 9, 2016 

By telephone conference call 

 

Attendees: Rayna Aylward, Herb Cooper-Levy, Lynda Erinoff, Shana Harbour, Marcel 

Infeld, Toni Popkin, Mindy Rudell, Willa Siegel, Sharon Sterling and Erv Walter 

Absentees: Suzy Friedman, Mike Jawer, Elizabeth Lower-Basch, Jim North, Jane 

Schulman and Mindi Weisenbloom 

Discussion/Action: 

 Tonight’s agenda was approved. 

 Minutes for the meeting on April 10, 2016 were approved. 

 Marcel appointed a negotiating team.  The team has sent a contract to Rabbi 

Gilah.  The members of the negotiating team were incorrectly listed. 

 Motion:  List the corrected members of the negotiating team:  Jane Schulman, 

Don Kraus, Marcel Infeld.  Motion approved. 

 Coordinator’s Report:  Herb connected with a leader of the local Moroccan 

Muslim community (they meet at the UUCA).  They discussed possibilities to 

develop personal relationships between Kol Ami and members of the local 

Muslim community through joint projects and activities.  Herb will present these 

ideas to the larger community.  Ideas include inviting Mohammad coming to a 

Shabbat service and speaking about Islam, participating in “rebuilding together”, 

and an interfaith event with the UUCA.  Herb will attending a meeting on May 26 

along with members and leaders of other synagogues.  The hosting group is 

“Seeds of Peace” at the UUCA. 

 Rabbi Leila Retirement Party: Kol Ami is trying to raise $2,000 that will be 

matched by a group of donors.  Marcel will send directions tomorrow about how 

to donate to the fund on-line or send a check.  Toni Popkin solicited notes to 

include in the gift.  She prefers a hand written note sent through the mail. 

 Motion:  Rabbi Leila will be listed as Rabbi Emerita on the Kol Ami leader’s page. 

Motion passed. 

 Budget:  The current budget is balanced, although we would like to have padding 

for unforeseen expenses.  Our contribution to the JRC will be reduced based on 

a new formula for JRC membership which is adjusted for congregations’ annual 

budgets.  There are varied levels of membership.  Kol Ami plans on donating 

$1,000 to the JRC. This will be a medium level membership. The rabbi’s 

discretionary fund will be eliminated as part of the community budget.  It is 

currently $500.  The negotiating committee took that line item out of Rabbi 

Gilah’s contract.  When and if Rabbi Gilah accepts the rabbinical position, the 

discretionary fund will be discussed.  Total individual member donations to the 



discretionary fund is currently $3,000.  This will stay in the discretionary fund, but 

the $500 contribution from the budget will be eliminated.  There is a 5% increase 

for the community coordinator’s salary.  The overall budget is reduced by $2,300 

for this fiscal year.  Going into 2017, we have a solid number of members:  33 

families and 23 singles.  Rayna requested an additional $50 for refreshments for 

Rabbi Leila’s retirement party.  This will be taken out of this year’s budget.   

 Motion:  We accept the budget with suggested changes to the discretionary fund 

and JRC contribution, and the community coordinator position salary.  The 

motion was approved. 

 Agenda for the Community Meeting: The allotted times for the meeting are 

approximations.   

 Motion to approve the agenda for the community meeting with adjusted time for 

committee reports.  Motion approved. 

 Committee Reports:  On May 22nd, the schmooze club will attend “Caroline or 

Change.”  Individuals should buy tickets and meet at the play.  Will be going out 

for coffee afterwards.  We are waiting to hear if Rabbi Joseph Berman is 

interested in leading the children services for the High Holidays this year.  There 

is not a clear commitment.  Care and concern meeting on May 18th  at 2:30 at her 

house.  Harriett is looking for additional members. Toni will be sending an update 

for the healing list.   

 Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.   

 


