
Kol Ami Steering Committee Meeting 9/18/16 

Attending: Jane Schulman, Lynda Erinoff, Mindy Rudell, Rabbi Gilah Langner, Debbie Linick, Jonathan 

Baumgarten, Mike Jawer, Mindi Weisenbloom, Jane Petkofsky, Marcel Infeld, Mattie Cohan, Shana 

Harbour, Ted Joseph 

Meeting started 5:05 pm 

Jane asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  A motion was made and approved. 

The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed.  There were three missing items that needed to be 

updated. 

Jane reviewed the change in membership from last year.  We are down one or two families, net this 

year.  She was unable to reach the departing families to learn why they left. 

Marcel participated on an online meeting recently through the Small Reconstructionist Congregation 

Network.  During the meeting, one congregation talked about how their membership had declined from 

90 families in the 1970’s to 35 now as members died or moved away.  Another congregation near 

Seattle was recently able to increase membership from 35 to 150 families by dropping its membership 

fee to $36 and asking for 1.5% of income as a donation. 

Erv and Herb were unable to attend the meeting, so there was no Treasurer report or Coordinator 

report. 

High Holidays Planning 

Lynda reported that most of the volunteer slots for High Holidays have been filled.  There are a few 

potential issues with the UU during HH.  There is a possibility that they will be resurfacing the drive into 

the UU.  Also there is a question as to where to put food donations and where to put the food for the 

children’s service.  Lynda will check with Herb about these. 

Mindi reported that the older kids’ service for Rosh Hashanah will start at 10:45.  Herb will update the 

letter and the website with this information. 

Rabbi Gilah said that we will use the supplements for the morning RH service but not for any of the 

other services. 

Jane said that Joan Goldfarb will lead the Shabbat Shavua Service (between RH and YK), which will be a 

healing service. 

There were a number of comments on using social media for outreach around High Holidays and more 

generally.  Anyone can post to the KA Facebook page, although Debbie and Herb, who are the 

administrators, have to update the page.  Debbie said it would be great to have more pictures on the 

page.  However, we should not put up pictures of kids.  Debbie will consider coming up with rules for 

posting.  Rabbi Gilah will send some content related to High Holidays services to Debbie to put on 

Facebook.  Shana also suggested members could post notices about KA to their neighborhood listserv. 

Open House 



Jane gave information about the open house.  It will be after High Holidays on Nov 6 at 3:30 in the 

activity room.  The purpose is to invite non-members who went to HH services so that they can learn 

more about KA.  Several people will give short speeches about the congregation: Jane, Rabbi Gilah, 

Mindy R (about JCEP and adult ed).  It would be good if there was someone to organize the open house 

– possibly Herb? 

Other Items 

Jane also announced that there will be a Purim celebration on March 12 which will replace the JCEP 

classes for that day.  There was also discussion of whether to have a Hanukkah celebration.  The 

difficulty this year is that Hanukkah starts on Christmas Eve and ends on New Year’s, so many people will 

be out of town.  Also, getting space at the UU during that time may be hard.  The committee did not 

make any decision on this question.  We should have an online survey to see how interested the 

members are in a Hanukkah celebration. 


