
Kol Ami Steering Committee Meeting 11/15/2020 

 

Attending (voting members): Jane Schulman, Jane Petkofsky, Lance Feiner, Erv Walter, Debbie Linick, 

Jonathan Baumgarten, Gordon Achermann, David Friedman, Judy Greenblum, Collette Major, Scott 

Winter, John Staren, Toni Popkin, Dayna Davitz 

 

Non-voting Attendees: Rabbi Gilah Langner, Meryl Paskow, Mike Linick, Rayna Aylward 

 

Meeting began at 4:00p 

 

Rabbi Gilah began with a blessing. 

 

The current agenda and last month’s meeting minutes were approved unanimously, as amended. 

(David F., Toni; move/2nd)  

 

Meryl Paskow gave the coordinators report:  

● Catch up last week from vacation 

● Updated Membership Directory w/ new members (Welcome!) and will send out this week 

● Met w/ Erv, Rabbi, & Jane on acknowledging donors.  The new process will provide monthly, 

rather than quarterly, recognition and printed postcards to send out acknowledgement.  Will be 
rolled out over next month, or so. 

● Getting great response on all the activities. 

● Will need volunteers to send out thank you cards (cards and postage will be provided):  Toni 

Popkin & Judy Greenblum volunteered. 

 
Erv Walter presented the November Treasurer’s Report.  Gordon asked about the rent that we 

budgeted for UUCA:  Erv responded that we are committed to paying UUCA the $10.5k of which we 

budgeted.  Erv will check to see if it would benefit UUCA to send the full $10.5k. 

 

Rayna discussed care & concern regarding Thanksgiving.  Traditionally Toni has led an effort to invite 

“singles” with host families.  Louis Lerner has volunteered to host a virtual Thanksgiving event.  Will 

share list of per person meals for people to order. 

 

David F. discussed new Tikkun Olam committee.  David F. has agreed to chair new committee with 

Mindi Weisenbloom, Collette Major and Jane P.  Plan to facilitate community interaction; want to 

ensure balanced approach, but one that supports community.  Will begin meeting next Sunday. 

Planning to be ready by February 2021 (if not earlier) to present recommendation.  

 

A short discussion followed regarding Kol Ami previous experience w/ social justice advocacy and the 

current plan moving forward.  Debbie Linick recalled that Kol Ami originally developed a process in 

2004 for advocacy in order to approve action in opposition to Virginia’s marriage amendment banning 



gay marriage.  Mike Linick reported about his involvement updating the process for approving 

advocacy when the community deliberated about whether to advocate on Israeli-Palestinian issues. 

The community could not develop a consensus and chose not to advocate.  The final update to the 

policy occurred in 2016 when President Trump came to power.  That process approved advocacy for 

immigrants and refugees.  

 

Mike Linick gave update on strategic plan:  4 initiatives to inform the strategic plan:  1) series of 

interviews; 2) surveys (interim report last month); 3) benchmarking w/ other congregations (over the 

next month or so; reach for out brief in Jan/Feb); and, 4) focus groups.  Thinking of having community 

meetings in Spring… committee thinking now not doing focus group; instead, brief out during 

community meetings and have committees identify what focus groups would be helpful with a specific 

question for the committee(s).   The strategic planning group is proposing to work with committee 

chairs to identify topics for the focus groups/discussions.  Discussion with the steering followed, with 

support for the proposed way forward. 

  

Rabbi Gilah discussed Adult Education and Tikkun Olam programmatic planning meeting from last 

Wednesday evening.  3 or 4 areas planning:  weekly torah study w/ Rabbi Bruce Aft via Zoom; morning 

minyan asked for some Hebrew prayer instruction; and, the “kitchen sink” series:  a little bit of 

something for everybody (e.g., book talks, virtual museum tours, evening on Jews in science fiction, 

book club, etc.).  Separated out advocacy & community action from the education for Tikkun Olam: 

Many ideas of groups to work with or contact for collective action, along w/ some activities sponsored 

by Kolamites.  Also Etz Hayim interested in partnering social justice group w/ ours. 

 

Rabbi Gilah discussed Chanukah ideas/plans:   invite families and others to make extra latkes to deliver 

to those in our congregation that may not be able to partake; on December 13th meet @ 5p for 

schmooze time with a 5:30p program (UUCA would like to participate) with an activity idea:  Latkes vs. 

Hamantaschen professional debate symposium. 

 

Request to consider rescheduling the steering committee meeting to another day, instead of same 

day/different time, as the Chanukah event. 

 

Rayna discussed the Hineni Award (Annual awards given by Chesapeake Region of Reconstructing 

Judaism).   Rabbi Gilah & Debbie Linick nominees this year.  Approved unanimously.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:29p 

 

Note: Future meeting dates: 

Dec 13 (Note:  Start time @ 3:30p)  CANCELLED 
Jan 10 
Feb 7 
Mar 7 



April 11 
May 16 
June 6 (Annual meeting) 


